150                    ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA

Montenegrins, Herzegovinians, Shumadians, Mace-
donians, must be swept away lot a country of Jugoslavs
only.

In October, 1929, came the first fruit of the new
regime. Jugoslavia was proclaimed and the country
was divided into a set of new provinces with new names.
In order to get rid of local patriotism and sectionalism,
Croatia became the Savska province, Slovenia became
Dravska, Montenegro and Herzegovina were lumped
together to become Zetska, Bosnia became Drinska,
Macedonia became Vardarska, the Voivodina and part
of Serbia became Dunavska. Some wit remarked
of Serbia, "Once you were a principality, then
you became a kingdom, but now you are merely a
province."

The King hoped that in time Croats would forget
they were Croats, the Serbs that they were Serbs, the
Slovenes that they were Slovenes and that upon being
asked what they were would proudly reply that they
were Jugoslavs.

The historic provinces and countries had been named
after rivers, except Dalmatia, which had been named
after the sea. It is as if in Great Britain, Wales were
named Severnia, Ireland Shannonia and Scotland
Clydea.

Serbia, which had fought her way to independence
out of centuries of bondage and oblivion, ceased to
exist as a political description. It was parcelled out in
various lanovinas. The national flag of Serbia was
removed into a museum of historical curiosities, and
the Serb regiments were paraded to renounce the flag
for which they had fought and to salute in its place the
new flag of Jugoslavia.

Jugoslavia means the country of the southern Slavs,
but it has the disadvantage of its meaning being never
likely to be understood except in Slav countries. To
the western world the name was an ugly novelty, too
like that of Czecho-Slovakia not to be confused. The